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The Native American class action lawsuit in the American Paciﬁc Northwest resufted
from evidence of enormous rclcaseé of radiunuciides from the operation of the Hanford Nuclear
facilities from 1944 to the 'pr'eesenf..' ‘Hanford operated for .ove;x four decades as the principal
American manufacturiog faicili'-:y fi:ii' plutbnimz’i. | “As a result of thai'ptocess not only was
plutonium produced but cxtraordinary a‘nibunts’_of radioactive hazardous waste products were
generated, including ruthcnium.'cesimn a’n_d'rs’cﬁcactive zin¢ and phosphorous.

For many years, Native Americans in the ?éciﬁc Northwest -- including the peoples of
the Yakama Nation ~ were :rcub}c'd. by signs of .sic'kncss among their peoples, in the fish of the
Columbia River and other species uf the rgginn'. “The Yakama people suffered from high levels
of thyroid isease, cancers and unsxplained arthritic conditions. The salmon of the Columbia
River were diminishiog and fish sometimes .shbw uxius_iz.al fumors or othe'r.'s'igm of illness or
damage. The Yakarna recognize thcir iﬁSepafaﬁﬂjty from tixese' sp'ccﬁics and the environment and
understood the risk 1o their culnire and sﬁbs.istem;e way of life from these signs of sickness.

For decades the operators of the Hanford faciiiiy stated that there was Do cause for
concern, The people of that regién' IWc'r;: informed that there wc'ré uo significant levels of
radiomuclides escaping from"Haiifoxd which 'c@ula acéeﬁm for. injurj to the Native Americans

or the species of that region.”
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Now evidence has emerged that these representations were wrong. Formerly classified
government documents show that the Hanford facilities were pumping millions of curies of
radiation into the Columbia River annually. One memorandum alone acknowiedged that the
government was releasing 8,000 curies of radiation iato the Columbia River on a daily basis in

the early 1950°s. In contrast, the entire release in the Three Mile Island accident was less than
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15 curies. The government hiemcxa.m_him also ackpowledged the potential for devastating
injuries to the salmon and other indigenous Columbia River species,

In addition, in 1994 the Clinton administration initiated a study of cold war human
experiments conducted by the federal go’vermhént and its agencies. The final report of that study
cevealed testing of the Colunbia River species during the 1940s through the 1960s, testing which
revealed uptake of the radionuslides by 'tha'tiver' species and coﬁsumed by the Native Americans.
The human experiment reﬁbrt further revealed 'tl"m.t a large grdﬁp of people who appear to have

been Native Americans were at high risk for injury from these radionuclides, and thar a group

—of people were*acma}ly-'testcd--fm fotake of radioﬁc’tive“phesphérws ' the Hanford region in the

late 1950s. Although ihat test was revealed in the Clinton administration study, the rasults of
that test and any repont from the test have rim been reveale& tor this date.

In addition to exposure of the Native Americans anci.'t.heir environment t6 radionuclides
through the Colursbia River, the Ame_r'ican gbvernmm has now acknowledged that on at feast
three occasions radioactive iodine was dc!iberately released in gaseous form from Hanford in
order to calibtate mmtary det';ectic.m.' iﬂétrﬁmahts. Those releases -- which totaled tens of

thousands of curies -- were blown downwind. Significantly, the government set up monitoring
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devices for those releases on the Yakania Reservation, dembnstrating their awareness that this
material would reach the Reservatmn and its pcopie

Attorneys Todd and Scott Johnson of Lﬁnneapchs anawta in parnership with the
Tennessee law firm of Baker, 'anelson, Beamian & Caldwell have now injtizted this lawsuit
on behalf cf Native Americans 'th;raﬁg'hoﬁt thé?aﬁ:iﬁa Nérthwcst. This lawsuit asserts claims
for personal igjucy, viotation of the Na_:ive Ameticans’ Constitutional rights and related claims.
Wz believe that this lawsuit wﬁi demézﬁatrat‘e 2 callous disregard for the health and safety of
Natrve Americans in the région and tﬁe‘poténziai' wholesale damage of the environmext of the

region and particwlarly in the Columbia River ecosystem. This environmental damage is

_understood by the Yakama people to be an assault at the corg of its cultare. It strikes at the

feart of survival of the Native Americans of the region as a distinct and sovereign people whose

culture is inseparable from the environment and their subsistence way of life.



