WORKING GROUP CKF INDIGZIOUS POPULATIONS
STATVMENT (OF THE KAR=N HATICNAL UNION

I am Saw Mze Plet Htoc, en indigencus person representing the Keren National
&

]
Union in Burma. I wish to speak on the zgenda item on self-determination.

£

The report of the special raprorieur, Mr. Maritinez Ccbo, spoke of the
application of the principle of self-determination to indigenous pecples.
neting that the right of self-determingtion may be expressed in various forms
of autonomy within z State, without necessarily including a right to sepzrzte.
The specizl rapporteur stressed the neec to examine these issues in the lignt
of thne history, situation and goals of each indigenous group.
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Gevernment's response to the minority mationali
spite of this reality, Burmz still clzims ic te a "union" and the anniversary
cf the Panglong Agreement is celebraied every year as "union" day.

In 1976 the minority naiionalities formed the National Democratic Front,
en alliance of ten naiicnal groups. The N.D.F. and its member grcups, such as



the Karen National Unicn, are politicaliy independent. The N.D.F. and its
memter groups oppose the traffic in opium. We seek a political sclution

to the naticnal question in Burmz. We want the fighting to endé. We seek a
genuine federal unicn in Burmz, with eguality and self-determination for the
naticnalities. The N.D.P. pesition, as restated at our 1987 congress,

describes Iurmse as:

Yz muiti-national country, colleciively inhzbited and owned by the
many indigenous veoples.” : .
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he political goal of a federal union is described as follows:

"Each republic governmeni is to have full power of seif-gov
I X £

the central government
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