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PLANNING AND NATURAL
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
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Agreement

.between
the Puya]lup Tribe of Indians, }
local Governments in Pierce County, 1.
 the State of Washington,
the United States of Amerlca,
and certain pnvate property owners.

(Copies of the Agreement are available from Joseph A. Scorio,
address on previous page) .

August 27, 1988




MEMORANDUM OF INTENT

This Memoranduﬁ of Intent establishes the effort to work
together on a government-to-government basis on Cedar River
issues between the Muckleshoot Tribe and the City of
Seattle. The investment of the Parties as described herein,
shows a recogﬁition of each other’s interests, an
acknowledgement of mutual interests and the importance of
developing a comprehensive approach to resolution of issues.
This Memorandum of Intent clarifies the comnitment of the
parties to put forth considerable effort to develop a
comprehensive strategy for the Cedar River that meets the

needs and interests of the Parties.

1. The City of Seattle, through the Seattle Water
Department, and the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe have made
considerable efforts in recent months to establish an

open, government-to-government relationship. These

parties believe that working together to resolve.

important issues relating to the Cedar River is the

best approach for reaching mutually beneficial results.
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-_The Muckleshoot Tr::.be 1s the successor to tr:.be

'bands which were' partles to the Treaty of Point Ell i

(1854), 12 Stat. 927 and the Treaty of Medlclne Creek

(1855), 10 Stat. 1132. United States v. Washington;

384 . F. -Supp. 312,365 (W.D. Wash. *'1974)"" [Boldt .

- Decision), aff’d 520 F.2d 676 (9th cir. ‘1975) gert

denied, 423 U.s. 1086 (1976).  These Treaties reserve.

for the. ‘Tribe : off  reservation reserved wafer”'r'itjht”sj'

including the right for sufficient quality and quani:ity’

of surface and ground water to insure fish and w11d11fei

‘habltat and b1010g1ca1 needs. The Treatles guarantee’

the Tribe specific. rlghts to hunt w:le game," gather"
food and take fish at,alljusual ‘and accustomed places.
These Treaties, as,:,mandateti by cong‘i-ess, ‘also assure
the Tribe access to their usual and accustomed ‘areas
for 'religious, spiritual, and medicinal purposes. The
Tribe and its predecessors rely and have relied 'uporn'
the resources of the Cedé:" River basin for economic,

,
cultural, and subsistence purposes.

- The City of Seattle was. incorporated on December,'z,

1869, ,and operates under the City cCharter adopted March
12, 1946, providing for a- non-partisan Mayor-Council .

form of government.



'?5development of the Cedar

Jlate 18805”andgear1yi18905

fThe Seattle Water Department had 1ts beglnnings;initheﬂ

SPrlng H111 Water Company'?" by the"

er as'a source of water

supply for Seattle. e The Seattle Water System now

- 1nc1udes two watershed sources of supply east ‘of the

city,' approx1mate1y 150 mlles of supply malns and

'461 370,000 gallons of dlstrlbutlon storage capac:.ty°

Iocated ‘in the Cascade Mountalns southeast of Seattle,

"the Cedar River Munlclpal Watershed supplles about 70%
- of the" water used by over 1 1 mllllon people in King
~and southwestern Snohomlsh County. Seattle owns 809 of

- the™ 90,500~ ~acre Cedar Rlver Watershed,, thef Forest'

“gervice 19%, and prlvate companles “1%.

The Clty has diverted water‘from the Cedar’Riwer for
use by the ‘Water System since 1902. ‘This diwersion was
ccompllshed 'under state law by purchase, rlparlan
right, approprlatlon, and other appllcable laws. This
claim of acquisition has been the subject of
jntermittent dlscu551ons between the city and the State
of'washington'and the'Muckleshoot Indian Trlbe.
The issﬁes jnvolving water use,-.water quality,
fisheries, wildlife, and cultural and spiritual
resources remain unresolved on the Cedar ,ﬁiver;

Leaders of the Tribe and the Seattle Water Department




have eXpressed Support for Seeking Comprehensijive

approaches ang solutionsg to these issyes, The Partjeg
are committed to working together and " with other

appropriate agencies in Seeking +tg develop &

Through Communicationg in past months, the Seattle
understanding and a@ppreciation of both the many issues

affecting the Tribe ang the limiteqg resources they

have to address those issues. The Water Department has

River. The Water Department has also Tecognized that

Projects, it wWill neeqd technical and‘policy,level

Support to do go, The Tribe, ip turn, recognizes that



Therefore, the Tribe and the City on the basis of these
understandihgs intend to move forward to restablish a
bilateral series of agreements to promote technical
investigations, policy development and other work aimed at
resolving questions concerning water use, water quality;
fisheries,'wildlife, cultural and spiritual resources and
other items of mutual interest on the Cedar River. Nothing
contained herein is intended as an abandonment,
relinquishment, or Waiver of any rights or remedies which
the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe or the City of Seattle may

have, all such right and remedies being expressly reserved.

Signed on this day of , 1990.

Virginia Cross Norman B. Rice
Chair, Muckleshoot Tribe Mayor, City of Seattle
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