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Madam Chairperson,

Again the Canadian observer delegation would like to
congratulate you on your re-election as Chairperson of the
Working Group on Indigenous Populations.

Canada has had the pleasure of participating in the
activities of the Working Group and of contributing to its
deliberations almost since the beginning. During this time
Canada has accorded the Working Group our most serious
consideration of the issues before it.

Madam Chairperson, at this time I would like to emphasize
that Canada continues to support the efforts of the United
Nations to draft an instrument addressing the rights of
indigenous people. We realize full well the need for such a
document. We support the objectives of most provisions in
the current draft, and the specific wording of many. Over
the years we have expressed concerns with certain provisions
of the draft declaration. These concerns have not been put
forward as obstacles. They have been expressed for the
purpose of ensuring that the principles in the draft are
clear and easily understood as well as to ensure they can
accommodate the diverse circumstances of indigenous people
world-wide.

Canada notes that the new draft includes a provision that
ensures that all rights under the declaration are available,
without discrimination, to male and female persons, as we
suggested last year. We would like to emphasize again the
importance we place on such a provision and thank the
Working Group for accepting our suggestion that it be
included.



Madam Chairperson, the draft Declaration is now set to move
to the next stage of consideration. Let me assure you that
Canada will continue to work diligently in this process. we
will, as we have in the past, strive to work with indigenous
representatives and governments alike in order to find
constructive solutions to the issues which remain.
Cooperation between governments and indigenous organizations
and respect for each others' views is essential to the
progress of this draft Declaration.

Canada is fully supportive of continuous indigenous
participation in the future stages of consideration of this
draft. This is important both internationally as well as
domestically.

In Canada, we have met with a number of the Canadian
aboriginal groups interested in the future of the draft
Declaration. In our view it has been a most promising start
and augurs well for further meetings on all aspects of the
Declaration. We encourage and very much hope that other
governments will meet with the indigenous groups living
within their territories, in order to hear their views and
to develop solutions to issues of mutual concern.

In closing Madam Chairperson, let me once again thank you,
and all the other members of the Working Group, for your
efforts in the preparation of this draft Declaration. We
realize that your task in reconciling the views of
governments and indigenous people has not been an easy one.
You should all be proud of what you have achieved in
establishing a dialogue between indigenous people and
governments. The Government of Canada assures you that it
will spare no effort to ensure that this dialogue continues.

Thank you Madam Chairperson.

—-= THE FOURTH WORLD DOCUMENTATION PROJECT =-
A service provided by
The Center For World Indigenous Studies
WWW.CwWis.org

Originating at the Center for World Indigenous Studies, Olympia,
Washington USA www.cwis.org <http://www.cwis.org>

© 1999 Center for World Indigenous Studies

(A1l Rights Reserved. References up to 500 words must be referenced
to the Center for World Indigenous Studies and/or the Author

Copyright Policy

Material appearing in the Fourth World Documentation Project Archive
is accepted on the basis that the material is the original, unoccupied



work of the author or authors. Authors agree to indemnify the Center for
World Indigenous Studies, and DayKeeper Press for all damages, fines and
costs associated with a finding of copyright infringement by the author
or by the Center for World Indigenous Studies Fourth World Documentation
Project Archive in disseminating the author(s) material. In almost all
cases material appearing in the Fourth World Documentation Project Archive
will attract copyright protection under the laws of the United States of
America and the laws of countries which are member states of the Berne
Convention, Universal Copyright Convention or have bi-lateral copyright
agreements with the United States of America. Ownership of such copyright
will vest by operation of law in the authors and/or The Center for World
Indigenous Studies, Fourth World Journal or DayKeeper Press. The Fourth
World Documentation Project Archive and its authors grant a license to
those accessing the Fourth World Documentation Project Archive to render
copyright materials on their computer screens and to print out a single
copy for their personal non-commercial use subject to proper attribution
of the Center for World Indigenous Studies Fourth World Documentation
Project Archive and/or the authors.

Questions may be referred to: Director of Research
Center for World Indigenous Studies

PMB 214

1001 Cooper Point RD SW Suite 140

Olympia, Washington 98502-1107 USA

360-754-1990

www.cwis.org <http://www.cwis.org>
usaofficelcwis.org <mailto:usaofficel@cwis.org>

OCR Software provided by Caere Corporation



